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What is a woodland?





What is a woodland bird?
… Birds that are largely dependent on woodlands 
for feeding and/or breeding



Victorian 
temperate-

woodland bird 
community –

listed under the 
FFG Act

Victorian woodland dependent bird species

Victorian woodland-associated bird species





Historical perspectives



Grey-crowned Babbler

In many areas, populations have declined because of 
clearance or other modifications of habitat, especially in 
the last 30-40 years … as groups become isolated, their 
numbers decline to where they are too small to breed 
successfully, and remaining birds eventually die

HANZAB Vol 6 (2002)

Local extinction 
~ 2000



Bush Stone-curlew

Widespread but very rare. Formerly more common , but 
population began to decline in early 1900s; the decline 
escalating in the 1970s and continuing today. Only 
known sites are small remnant woodlands , the majority 
on privately owned land.

Wildlife of the box-ironbark country (2021)

Recent local record 
(May 2023)

• Breeding in 
Newstead in late 
1960s

• Hanging on around 
Shelbourne/Marong



Regent Honeyeater

I am afraid that the exigencies of settlement make it unlikely that the species will 
ever be seen there again.

Belcher (1914) Birds of the district of Geelong 

… the beautiful Regent Honeyeater which appears in certain southern Victorian 
districts about November, but apparently is a resident species at Bendigo, where 
I have recorded it for every month of the year … last year I found many nesting in 
August throughout the Bendigo district.

J.V. Ryan in Emu (1951)

Single bird (2003)

Records (1990s – present)

Records (post 2010)

Image: Museums Victoria





Current situation













From anecdotes to data



Overview of the method

• Use the standard 2ha/20-minute survey
technique

• Record species presence*
• Is it a ‘woodland’? … Sites with <30%

woodland character species are excluded**

• Then with 2 bits of information you can
calculate the condition of the woodland 
bird community

1. Species richness (number of native sp.
recorded)

2. % of those species that are small-bodied
(<50g)

• Condition is expressed as a score
between 0 and 1 (Econd)



Site 1
• Sept 2020
• Nov 2020
• April 2021
• April 2022
• Oct 2022

0.57 (14/8)
0.72 (21/11)
0.71 (19/12)
0.69 (19/11)
0.69 (19/11)

Site Econd Average = 0.68

Site 3
• Sept 2020
• Nov 2020
• April 2021
• April 2022
• Oct 2022

0.48 (3/3)
0.44 (5/4)
0.23 (3/1)
0.41 (6/4)
0.36 (9/3)

Site Econd Average = 0.39

Site 9
• April 2022
• Oct 2022

0.57 (16/7)
0.49 (14/5)

Site Econd Average = 0.53

CASE STUDY – WOOD 4 GOOD CROSBIE
PLANTATION

Native sp. <50g



Future prospects



Woodland bird communities 
are changing



Rainbow Bee-eater – return dates

2010 – 27th October
2011 – 22nd October
2012 – 19th October
2013 – 13th October
2014 – 21st October
2015 – 5th October
2016 – 16th October
2017 – 29th October
2018 – 27th October
2019 – 23rd October
2020 – 14th October
2021 – 10th October
2022 – 3rd October
2023 – 8th October



Some unlikely 
winners?



Forces for Good and Evil

Legacy effects

The usual suspects (threats) – pest animals, 
declining habitat quality, habitat loss, impacts 
of fire (planned and unplanned) etc.

Climate change

Off-site effects

Natural regeneration

Nature conservation 
programs

Landscape restoration

Rewilding

Traditional Ecological Knowledge 
(TEK) … LEK and ‘Western Science’ 



• Different vegetation types = different birds
• Three key factors … habitat quality … 

habitat area … connectivity (+ mix of 
vegetation types)

1750 Now 2040?

100 50 60

50 30 40

35 15 25





Call Out to All Citizen Scientists!
Let’s all play our part

Help showcase the amazing forms of wildlife living in our own Castlemaine region. 
Help provide the scientific data to advocate for greater protection of our 

bushlands. 

September 20th to 23rd   Take your photos or sound recordings of
                                            flora, fauna and fungi 
October 7th                      Deadline for upload to iNaturalist from 
      your phone app or computer
Ongoing      Identification on iNaturalist of species by
                                            you, other citizen scientists and experts

Castlemaine Field Naturalists Club is again hosting this 4-day 
mega biodiversity survey for our region.          

These annual surveys collect vast amounts of data on species 
and distribution that would otherwise be unachievable. 

Special Bioblitz Events:

Great Southern Bioblitz 
2024

Castlemaine Region 

• Sept 8th Bioblitz Photography Walk • Guided Walks        • Sept 20th  Moth 
Night 

• LandCare Events

More later on CFNC website 

SEPT 20TH 2024 – SEPT 23RD 2024

• Using iNaturalist Training Session 
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