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What is a woodland?

Adapted from Carnahan 1977

Structural forms of vegetation in Australia (based on Specht 1970)
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Percentage foliage cover of tallest plant layer

- . Dense Mid-dense Sparse Very sparse
Life form and height of tallest stratum (70-100%) (30-70%) (10-30%) (<10%)

Trees >30m Tall closed-forest | Tall open-forest || Tall woodland | Tall open-woodland

Trees 10-30 m Closed-forest Open -forest Woodland Open-woodland

Trees 510 m Low closed-forest | Low open-forest]| Low woodland | Low open-woodland

Shrubs 2-8 m Closed -scrub Open-scrub Tall shrubland | Tall open-shrubland

Shrubs 0-2 m Closed -heath Open-heath Low shrubland | Low open-shrubland







What is a woodland bird?

... Birds that are largely dependent on woodlands
for feeding and/or breeding




Common name

Scientific name

Conservation status

NRE (2000):

Apostlebird

Barking Owl
Black-chinned Haneyeater
Brown Trecerceper sub-
species victoriae
Brown-headed Honeyeater

Bush Stone-curlew
Diamand Firetatl

Fuscous Honcycater
Grey-crowned Babbler
Ground Cuckoo-shrike
Haoded Rohin

Jacky Winter

Little Lorikeet

Painted Button-quail
Painted Honeyeater
Red-capped Rabin
Red-taited Black-cockatoo
Speckled Warbler

Superh Parrot

Swift Parrot

Turquoise Parrot

Kegent Honeyeater
Western Gerygone
Yellow-tufted Honeyeater

Struthidea cinerea
Ninox connivens
Melithreptus gularis
Climacteris picumnus
victoriae

Melithrepius brevirostris
pallidiceps

Burhinus grallarius
Stagonopleura guttata
Lichenostomus fuscus
Pomarostomus temporalis
Coracina maxima
Melanodryas cucullata
Microeca fascinans
Glossopsina pusifla
Turnix varia

Grantiella picta
Petroica goodenovii
Calyptorhynchus banksii
Chthonicola sagitiota
Polytelis swainsonii
Lathamus discolor
Neophema splendida
Xanthomyza phrygia
Gerygone fusca
Lichenostomus melanops
melioni
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FFG status

MR o

Robinson (1994)

€

Victorian
temperate-
woodland bird
community —
listed under the
FFG Act

Common name

Scientific name

Conservation status

NRE (2000):

FFG status

Robinsen (1994)

sub-species. meltont

Victorian woodland dependent bird species

Victorian woodland-associated bird species

Chestnut-rumped Thornbill
Crested Bellbird

Crested Shrike-tit

Dusky Woodswallow
Eastern Yellow Robin
Emu

Gilbert's Whistler
Glossy Black-cockatao
Grey Falcon

Major Mitchell's Cockatao
Malleefowl

Masked Owl

Powerful Owl

Regent Parrot

Restless Flycatcher
Rufous Whistler
Southern Whitcface
Square-taited Kite
Varied Sittella

White-browed Bahbl

Acanthiza uropygialis
Orevica gunuralis
Falcuneulus frontatus
Artamus cyanopterus
Eopsaltria australis
Dromaius
novaehollandine
Pachycephala inornata
Calyptorhynchus lathami
Falco hypoleucos
Cacatua leadbeateri
Leipoa ocellata

Tyto novaehollandiae
Ninox strenua

Polyielis anthopepius
Myiagra inquieta
Pachycephala rufiventris
Aphelocephala leucopsis
Lophoictinia isura
Daphoenositta
chrysoptera

Po, s

Whitc-browed
Waodswallow

stiperciliosus
Artamus superciliosus
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Historical perspectives



Local extinction
~ 2000

Grey-crowned Babbler
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In many areas, populations have declined because of
clearance or other modifications of habitat, especially in
the last 30-40 years ... as groups become isolated, their
numbers decline to where they are too small to breed
successfully, and remaining birds eventually die

HANZAB Vol 6 (2002)
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Bush Stone-curlew

Widespread but very rare. Formerly more common , but
population began to decline in early 1900s; the decline
escalating in the 1970s and continuing today. Only
known sites are small remnant woodlands , the majority

on privately owned land.
Wildlife of the box-ironbark country (2021)

Breeding in

Newstead in late

1960s

* Hanging on around
Shelbourne/Marong

Recent local record
(May 2023)
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Regent Honeyeater

I am afraid that the exigencies of settlement make it unlikely that the species will

ever be seen there again.
Belcher (1914) Birds of the district of Geelong

... the beautiful Regent Honeyeater which appears in certain southern Victorian
districts about November, but apparently is a resident species at Bendigo, where

I have recorded it for every month of the year ... last year | found many nesting in

August throughout the Bendigo district.
JV.Ryan in Emu (1951)

Records (post 2010)

Melbourne
Werribee

Single bird (2003)




Figure 5: Timeline of key activities, events and changes in the Muckleford study area: 1930-2006.
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Current situation
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From anecdotes to data
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Overview of the method

Use the standard 2ha/20-minute survey
technique

Record species presence*
* Isita ‘woodland’? ... Sites with <30%
woodland character species are excluded™*

Then with 2 bits of information you can
calculate the condition of the woodland
bird community
1. Species richness (number of native sp.
recorded)
2. % of those species that are small-bodied

(<50g)

Condition is expressed as a score
between 0 and 1 (Econd)

A Native Woodland
Bird Assessment
Methodology for
Diverse Regenerating
Farmlands

|

Applicable for Kilter Rural managed
properties and similar large

and diverse Agri-Eco farmlands

Accredited Method under the Accounting for Nature® Framework
Version 2.1 | Revised February 2024

?%.: Natural Decisions
2




CASE STUDY - WOOD 4 GOOD CROSBIE

PLANTATION

Native sp. <50g

=% Site 1 \ /

+ Sept 2020 0.57 (14/8)

« Nov 2020 0.72 (21/11)

« April 2021 0.71 (19/12)

&+ April 2022 0.69 (19/11)

« Oct2022 0.69 (19/11)

Site Econd Average = 0.68

Site 3

* Sept 2020 0.48 (3/3)

* Nov 2020 0.44 (5/4)

* April 2021 0.23 (3/1)

* April 2022 0.41 (6/4) :

* Oct2022 0.36 (9/3) Site 9
* April 2022 0.57 (16/7)
* Oct2022 0.49 (14/5)

Site Econd Average = 0.39

LY

Site Econd Average = 0.53



Future prospects



Woodland bird communities
are changing






Some unlikely
winners?



Forces for Good and “vi!




» Different vegetation types = different birds

* Three key factors ... habitat quality ...
habitat area ... connectivity (+ mix of
vegetation types)







G\\\f{k‘\ Great Southern Bioblitz
8iq BL\’\’L 2024

SEPT 20™ 2024 - SEPT 23RP 2024

o N
reat Southern Bioblitz
. - SvE—on. 20247- SEP 23, 2024 -

T

Call Out to All Citizen Scientists!
Let’s all play our part

Help showcase the amazing forms of wildlife living in our own Castlemaine region.
Help provide the scientific data to advocate for greater protection of our
bushlands.

September 20t to 237 Take your photos or sound recordings of

flora, fauna and fungi

Deadline for upload to iNaturalist from

your phone app or computer

Identification on iNaturalist of species by
you, other citizen scientists and experts

Special Bioblitz Events:

Castlemaine Field Naturalists Club is again hosting this 4-day
mega biodiversity survey for our region.

These annual surveys collect vast amounts of data on species October 7th
and distribution that would otherwise be unachievable.

Ongoing

» Sept 8™ Bioblitz Photography Walk * Sept 20t Moth

* Guided Walks * LandCare Events
* UsingiNaturalist Training Session Night

More later on CFNC website
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